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A Tribute to Dennis: My Good Friend

FOREWORD

My dear Dennis, why did you leave us so soon ?

I never met you and didn't even see a picture of you before you died, but curiously, while working with you through communication channels like Skype, chatting, or even sometimes talking, or simply with our numerous Email exchanges, a real and sincere affinity started to grow between us. Finally, we didn't only speak of esoteric mathematical space navigation problems, but started to learn about our mutual private lives or what we were simply doing outside the development of the AMSO add-on, during our regular daily lives.

I remember during our long working sessions, you was always worried about the fact I was spending too much time behind my computer and had "abandoned" my wife. You were saying to me: "Alain, you must stop now! What will Madame Capt think!". This was so kind of you! I remember also the day some cows of your neighbor had escaped and you had to run all around! Also my knowing of the problems you sometimes had with your tractor meant that it held no mysteries for either you or me.
And what about our numerous discussions about fine wines from all over the world! I remember how you enjoyed the perspective of your future holidays in Italy, and your desire to drink some fine Italian wines!

Yes, really, even if we didn't meet physically, we built a real deep friendship and confidence between us. I don't understand this curious phenomena, but even under these conditions, Dennis, you really became one of my best friends. I was feeling that in my heart, and I still do. When I received the email from Jane, your wife, announcing the terrible news, I began to in cry in my office.

Dennis, I put all my sentiments in this "Tribute to LazyD" scenario I have made to honor your memory in AMSO. It will demonstrate the amazing precision of the great guidance programs you wrote for us. Each "Orbinaut" will be able to bring his own tribute to your memory and learn a little bit more about you by visiting this virtual Memorial Monument on the Apollo 17 Taurus Littrow site. You must remember Dennis, this is my favorite Apollo mission, because I had the chance and the privilege to assist to the spectacular night liftoff of this last Apollo mission.

Dennis, I had in my mind the secret hope to come to visit you one day on Lopez Island. Unfortunately this will never happen now. But you will remain in my heart for the rest of my life.

Rest in peace, Dennis.

TUTORIAL
First and MOST IMPORTANTLY, you MUST insure that your OrbiterSound music feature is DISABLED. Otherwise, you may hear the music you have installed at the same time as the Ceremony music. This scenario is a Memorial Ceremony, so it is quite normal to expect you to honor the ceremony, and to listen to the music that has been incorporated into this event!

To disable OrbiterSound for this event, go to your Orbiter root directory and open SoundConfig.exe.  At the bottom of the screen you’ll see the following field:
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Change your configuration to mirror the example you see above.

Normally, Windows has the MCI feature (Media Control Interface) installed by default. But I know some systems may not have it installed. If this is indeed your case, you must install this feature, otherwise you won't hear the memorial music which is a important part of the Ceremony, and you may be blocked by an error message Windows will produce behind the Orbiter full screen, assuming you run Orbiter in this mode.

After these boring technical worries, let's hope all is set correctly and here we go!

Run the scenario "Tribute to LazyD" found in Orbiter Scenarios, "AMSO\Miscellaneous". The date is December 15, 2007, the closest good landing window after LazyD’s death for re-visiting the Apollo 17 Taurus Littrow site.

Press the "K" key and then the "right arrow" key to select the item "Engage PDI" and start the sequence of programs P63 to P65 (written by Dennis) with the "up arrow" key.

When you are in the approach sequence (Program P64), DO NOT USE the "Target change" feature. As you can see, a cross of blue flashing beacons has appeared on the Moon’s surface marking the exact programmed landing position. Have confidence in Dennis, he will bring you right in to the center of this cross!!!

I recommend you go into the Virtual cockpit during this approach (press the F8 key). You will see the blinking cross and fly over the remains of the Apollo 17 mission. You will see on your left the Rover and the Descent stage resting there since 1972.

When landed, pull up the outside view (F1 key) when the dust has dissipated. With the right mouse button down, use the mouse to set the camera to a good position to work around the LM. Now, press the "Ctrl-F1" key. This will open the "camera" management window of Orbiter. Now, press the "Ground" button, then the "Current" button and close this window by clicking on the red cross icon on the window right up corner.

You can now start your LEVA to the Dennis Memorial Monument. Press the "K" key for the mission commander to come outside. Now press the "M" key to switch back to focusing on the LM vessel, and again press the "K" for the second Astronaut to start his LEVA.

Now your duty is to deploy the Lunar Rover and to take the US flag from the holds of the LM. Refer to the AMSO user manual if you don't know how to do this. But briefly explained, it consists of bringing one of the astronauts to a position just beside one of the LM hold compartments by moving him with the keys on the numeric keyboard, and then pressing the "K" alternate action key to first deploy the Lunar Rover and then the "J" action key to remove and take the flag.

Now you can climb aboard the Lunar Rover by moving both astronauts to their respective sides of the Rover (the commander will drive the Rover) and then pressing the "J" action key for the astronaut to climb aboard. Don't forget, the "M" key allows you to change the focus between the two astronauts at this stage.

When both Astronauts are aboard the Lunar Rover, press the "F1" key to get the virtual view of the commander and use the numeric keypad keys to control the Rover and start your drive to the Monument. The Monument is near the big crater you saw during the approach at the end of the long leg of the blinking blue cross. So, to be correct, you must drive along this leg,  and the sun should be right behind you.

When you arrive at the Monument, please stop your Rover just outside the big circle you see on the ground. Now press the "F1" key, followed by "F2" key. This will bring the camera back to you in the outside view. Redo the same procedure as before to create a ground camera at a good location where you can see the monument and the Rover in the right perspective.

Now have both astronauts disembark from the Rover (use the "J" action key and the "M" focus toggle key) and let them approach the front of the Monument facing the Sun.  Stop at a distance of about 10 meters. You are now ready for the Ceremony.

To start the Ceremony, have the carrier of the US flag plant it into the lunar soil with the "J" action key. Be sure the focus is set to him to do this, and if not, use the "M" focus toggle key to switch astronauts.  Now sit back and relax to experience the Memorial Tribute to Dennis, AKA – LazyD.

You also have 6 pre-defined ground camera settings, which you can use to optimally place the camera just over the six Monument stations with an ideal angle of view on LazyD’s picture. To use them, press "Ctrl-F1", then select the tab "Ground". Now, select in the second pull down list the "Taurus Littrow" site, and finally in the third pull down list, choose the desired station. Use the mouse with the right mouse button pressed, to aim at the center of the picture.
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R.I.P.

Alain Capt

ACSoft Productions

acapt@acsoft.ch

http://www.acsoft.ch/amso/amso.html
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